
 

 
The future of Northwest Montana depends upon the 
health and vitality of the business sector.  Montana West 
Economic Development has made notable accomplish-
ments in pursuing a vibrant business community.   
FedEx, WaveSource and Montana Sustainable Systems are 
among the businesses Montana West Economic               
Development has assisted recently.  In addition to reloca-
tion and start up assistance, 30 new or existing businesses 
have started or expanded with low interest gap financing 
through MWED’s loan fund and training grants.   
Funded primarily with private investment and working in       
conjunction with the Flathead County Economic Develop-
ment Authority,  Montana West Economic Development 
supports sustainable economic development—stressing 
quality jobs, livable wages and a diverse business climate 
for a robust economy in the Flathead Valley. 

Contact Montana West to learn more about how you can 
support business growth and vitality in Northwest         
Montana. 

 

 

Mission Objectives: 

 

   Quality Job Growth 

   Broader Tax Base 

   Economic Diversity 

   Regional   

        Collaboration 

 

 

 

 

Strategies: 

 

Marketing the Region  

Nationally 

 

Assisting Local        

Businesses with           

Expansion and  

Retention 

 

Recruiting and             

Assisting Firms to      

Relocate or Start in 

the Flathead Valley 

 

 

A Public/Private Economic Development Organization 

Serving the Flathead Valley  and Northwest Montana 

 

314 Main Street, Kalispell, MT 59901 

406-257-7711  www.DoBusinessInMontana.com 

Businesses Assisted: 

 Secured BSTF Funding for Feasibility 

Studies for Kalispell Shooting Range, 

Sonju Industrial and F.H. Stoltze Land & 

Lumber in the last year. 

 Assisted Montana Venture Partners and 

the City of Kalispell to bring FedEx to 

Old School Station. 

 Recruited WaveSource, Inc. to the       

Flathead. 

 Assisted in the attraction, expansion and 

retention of 40+ companies including: 

 Western Building Center Truss Plant 

 Hanson Trucking 

 Pentana Group 

 4-D Reamers 

 TeleTech 

 Total Label USA 

 Glacier Stone 

 MountainView Gardens 

 Montana Sustainable Systems  

 Made 29 loans for over $3 million to    

companies in cooperation with  local 

lending  institutions. 

Programs: 

 Promote Flathead County as a desirable 

place to relocate or start a business  

 Entrepreneur-To-Entrepreneur Seminar-

Monthly  Program for business owners 

 County and State Demographic Statistics-

Available on our new website  

 Established with partners: Flathead 

Tech , Flathead Manufacturers, and Com-

mercial Real Estate Roundtables 

 Actively recruiting businesses in Gun and 

Related Product Manufacturing  

 Supporting the Sustainable Use of Forest 

Products in Manufacturing and Energy 

Production 

 Big Sky Trust Fund, EDA and Work Force 

Training Grant application assistance  

President/CEO                                                      
Kellie Danielson 

Kellie@DoBusinessInMontana.com  
 

Manager of Client Development and           
Resources                                                                  

Kim Morisaki       
Kim@DoBusinessInMontana.com 

 
Office Manager                                                           
Carol Oberndorfer               

Carol@DoBusinessInMontana.com 
 

Executive Committee 

Chairman:  Ken Sugden-Flathead Electric Co-op 
Vice Chairman:  Bob Nystuen-Glacier Bank 
Sec./Treas:  Scott Mizner, 1st Interstate Bank 
Jeannie Luckey:  Raymond James Fin. Services 

Paul Wachholz :  Fun Beverage 
Shane Jackola:  Jackola Engineering & Architecture 

 

Board of Directors 
Turner Askew-Turner Askew and Associates 

Don Bennett-Freedom Bank 
Rita Braun-Braun & Company 
Jim Dupont-Flathead County  
Joe Franchini  

Richard “Grif” Griffin-CenturyLink 
Kristen Heck-LC Staffing 
Doug Johnson-Whitefish Credit Union 
Bill Kahle-City of Whitefish 

Pierre Kaptanian-1st National Bank of Montana   
Jane Karas-Flathead Valley Community College 
Jane Howington-City of Kalispell 
Tom Kurdy-Daily Interlake 

Cindi Martin-Glacier International Airport 
Andy Miller-Global Emerging Technologies 
Jane Nolan-Community Action Partnership 
Jim Oliverson-Kalispell Regional Medical Center 

Jeremy Presta-Parkside Federal Credit UnionPierre  
Jason Spring-North Valley Hospital 
Brad Salonen-Western States Insurance Kalispell 
Diane Smith-Avail Media 

Bill Shaw-City of Columbia Falls 
Clint Walker-Flathead Living Magazine 
Karen Witt-U.S. Bank 

Montana West Economic  

Development  Staff and Board 


